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Questions of Privilege in the House 



Summary 

The House of Representatives distinguishes between privileged business and questions of 
privilege. Privileged business relates to the order or priority of business before the House and is 
defined in House rules and precedents as business that has precedence over the regular order of 
business and so may supersede or interrupt other matters that might be called up or pending 
before the House. Questions of privilege constitute one form of privileged business. Clause 1 of 
House Rule IX recognizes two kinds of questions of privilege: questions of the privileges of the 
House and questions of personal privilege. 

A question of the privileges of the House is a formal declaration by a Member of the House 
asserting that a situation has arisen affecting “the rights of the House collectively, its safety, 
dignity and the integrity of its proceedings.” Once a question of the privileges of the House is 
raised, the Speaker must, at some point, entertain the question and rule on its validity. The 
Speaker makes such a ruling with guidance from the House Parliamentarian based on House rule 
and precedent. If it is ruled to be valid, a question of the privileges of the House will be 
considered and possibly voted on by the House. For more information, see CRS Report R44005, 
Questions of the Privileges of the House: An Analysis , by Megan S. Lynch 
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